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of the Senate is a budget that rep-
resents the needs of the rich and large 
corporations and their wealthy cam-
paign donors, or whether we produce a 
budget which represents the needs of 
working families and the middle class 
and the millions and millions of fami-
lies who are struggling economically to 
keep their heads above water. 

I hope we make the right choice. I 
hope we stand with the working fami-
lies of this country. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

ORDER FOR RECESS 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I rise 

for the purpose of a unanimous consent 
request. I ask unanimous consent that 
the Senate stand in recess from 4 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. I suggest the ab-

sence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I am 
on the floor to discuss the Human Traf-
ficking Survivors Relief and Empower-
ment Act, which is legislation I intro-
duced last week to aid the recovery of 
survivors of human trafficking. 

This bill, which I have also filed as 
an amendment to Senator CORNYN’s 
Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act, 
will make important strides toward 
helping survivors of human trafficking 
free themselves from the social stigma 
that is associated with their victimiza-
tion and help them rebuild their lives 
as productive members of society. 

I wish to start by sharing the story of 
a young woman who was featured on 
NPR several weeks ago. She is a human 
trafficking survivor. Her story is far 
too common. 

She was raped for the first time at 
age 11. At 13, she was lured away from 
her family and eventually forced into 
engaging in commercial sex. She 
talked about the physical trauma she 
endured at the hands of her captor—her 
skull was cracked, all of her ribs bro-
ken, and she endured regular beatings 
and black eyes. 

For roughly 7 years, her entire teen-
age life—a life she should have been 
spending in school and among friends— 
she endured the worst kinds of physical 
and emotional torture. Finally, at age 
20, she was rescued by a thoughtful po-
lice officer nearly 1,400 miles from her 
home. 

Fortunately, this young woman is 
now in the process of rebuilding her 
life. She has moved home near her fam-
ily, she has a young son, and she is 
hoping to go to school for nursing and 
to make a better life for herself and her 
family. However, she is constantly con-
fronted by the reality of the criminal 
record she accumulated as the result of 
being a trafficking victim. Every appli-
cation she fills out, every job interview 
she attends, she is forced to relive and 
explain the most painful moments of 
her life. 

As this victim told NPR, ‘‘I’m not 
ever going to forget what I’ve done, but 
at the same time, I don’t want it 
thrown in my face every time I’m try-
ing to seek employment.’’ 

Human traffickers use force, fraud, 
and coercion to compel their victims to 
engage in criminal activity, particu-
larly prostitution, yet it is often the 
trafficking victims who are arrested, 
detained, prosecuted, and convicted. 

My legislation is simple. It provides 
an incentive for States to enact laws 
that allow human trafficking survivors 
to clear their State criminal records of 
prostitution and other low-level, non-
violent crimes that result from being 
trafficked. 

Specifically, these vacatur statutes 
allow trafficking survivors to file a 
motion in court to expunge their crimi-
nal record for crimes they can reason-
ably demonstrate were the result of 
being trafficked. 

My colleague Senator GILLIBRAND 
has filed a similar amendment that 
would address this issue at the Federal 
level or in Federal court. Her amend-
ment would ensure that victims 
charged with Federal crimes have the 
opportunity to clear their record of the 
most serious types of charges associ-
ated with trafficking. 

My amendment would encourage 
States to provide a remedy for the 
most common types of charges that 
trafficking victims face. 

I urge my colleagues to support my 
legislation and my amendment. I hope 
we can get trafficking legislation done 
in a way that will help the victims in 
the future. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
f 

RECESS 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 5 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 4:01 p.m., 
recessed until 5 p.m. and reassembled 
when called to order by the Presiding 
Officer (Mr. LEE). 

f 

JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS OF TRAF-
FICKING ACT OF 2015—Continued 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Rhode Island. 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that at the 
conclusion of my remarks Senator 
ISAKSON be recognized. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, 

there are a lot of people—scientists, 
doctors and health professionals, our 
military and security leaders, the in-
surance and reinsurance industry, most 
of our major utilities, even faith lead-
ers—who agree that climate change is 
a serious problem and an important 
priority. 

In the private sector, many corporate 
leaders see climate change as both a 
moral challenge and a financial oppor-
tunity. Indeed, as I rise today for now 
the 92nd time to urge my colleagues in 
Congress to wake up to the urgent 
threat of climate change, major Amer-
ican companies have already begun to 
take action. They are not waiting 
around for Congress. 

Ceres, for instance, is a nonprofit or-
ganization that helps to mobilize inves-
tors and business leaders to build a sus-
tainable global economy. Ceres reports 
that nearly half of Fortune 500 compa-
nies now have their own clean energy 
targets. 

Institutional investors are also com-
mitted to fighting climate change. In 
2003, there were just 10 of them. Ten 
years later, by 2013, there were 110, 
holding $13 trillion in assets. Walmart 
uses about 25 percent renewable en-
ergy, Google is at 35 percent, and Apple 
nearly 75 percent. More and more com-
panies are seeing the benefit of clean-
ing up their energy sources and invest-
ing in the future, and it is not just out 
of the goodness of their hearts. These 
are our most profitable corporations. 
They have made a successful business 
model of saving money by reducing 
their carbon footprint. 

Coca-Cola, for instance, knows how 
disruptive climate change can be to the 
water supply that is the most basic 
need of its bottling facilities. Apparel 
giant VF Corporation understands the 
threat of changing conditions to agri-
cultural commodities such as cotton. 
And, yes, these companies also know 
that four out of five Americans support 
action on climate change. In other 
words, climate-friendly corporate prac-
tices are a hit with consumers, particu-
larly younger consumers. 

Since consumers want climate 
friendliness, there are also companies 
that try to have it both ways. They try 
to look like good actors on climate 
change without really being good ac-
tors. It is called green washing, and the 
major oil and gas companies are classic 
green washers. Look at their public 
statements and their ad campaigns, 
and we might think they were helping 
to reduce our dependence on fossil 
fuels. But what they say and what they 
do, do not match up. Look at the green 
ad campaigns that have been run by 
the big oil companies. Some of these 
multimillion dollar campaigns still run 
today. 

Here is Chevron saying, ‘‘We agree,’’ 
it is time for oil companies to get be-
hind renewable energy. This campaign 
started in 2010 and is still around. For 
years Chevron said renewable energy 
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